of Khurāsān, Naṣ r b. Sayyār, effectively establishing a new dynastic power. ʿAbdallāh b. Muḥ ammad b. ʿAlī b. ʿAbdallāh b. al-ʿAbbās was proclaimed the first ʿAbbāsid caliph in Kūfa in 132/750.
Most modern historians affirm the historicity of this timeline and focus instead on identifying (a) the primary causes of the revolution and (b) the process whereby the ʿAbbāsids consolidated their power. Why did the revolution erupt when and where it did? Why were the ʿAbbāsids able to succeed where the ʿAlids had met with repeated disasters and failures? How did the ʿAbbāsids frame their argument for political legitimacy vis-à-vis their ʿAlid cousins? On the surface, the answers to many of these questions appear within the textual tradition itself in the form of public speeches, portents, or covert communications. Reliance on these texts for historical information, however, is complicated by (a) their unreliable dating and (b) their highly literary nature. 6 It is the second of these factors that has played an especially important role in several recent studies on the early Islamic period. 7 Jacob Lassner's literary approach to ʿAbbāsid historiography has particular importance in the context of this study. Specifically, Lassner argues for the primacy of ideological debates and political propaganda in the authorship of ʿAbbāsid historical narratives. ʿAbbāsid history was written by apologists in a dynamic process that required the reader's direct participation. 8 Propagandists "wove strands of historical fact
